
 

 

2 December 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Governance Update: Review of Football NSW Constitution, Tentative Date for 2018-19 Annual 
General Meeting and Call for Nominations for Standing Committees 
 

I write to advise about three important governance matters. 

The first relates to a review of the Football NSW Constitution (Constitution), the second relates to the 
tentative date for the Football NSW Annual General Meeting for the financial year 2018-19 and the 
third relates to the calling for nominations for the Football NSW Standing Committees (Standing 
Committees). 

Review of Football NSW Constitution 

Football NSW wishes to advise that in 2020, it will be co-ordinating a review of the Constitution with 
input from all of its stakeholders. 

The review will include such matters as: 

• an analysis of general best practice governance principles; 

• consideration of possible alternative membership structures for Football NSW (including 
consideration of the recent changes to the membership structure of Football Federation 
Australia (FFA)); 

• consideration of the make-up and role of Football NSW’s Standing Committees; and 

• the admission of Hills Football Incorporated as member of Football NSW. 
 

Football NSW was aiming to complete its review so that any proposed amendments could be 
considered at a Special General Meeting (SGM) due to be held in November 2020. 

Since deciding to undertake this review, Football Federation Australia (FFA) has advised that, in light 
of the recent and significant amendments made to the FFA Constitution, it will be undertaking a review 
of the “model” constitution for Member Federations.  This review is also due to commence in 2020. 

As many stakeholders will be aware, the Football NSW’s current Constitution is based on the FFA’s 
“model” constitution for Member Federations.  Under the FFA Constitution, all Member Federations 
must have a constitution which complies with that “model” constitution and any amendments to a 
Member Federation’s constitution must be approved by the FFA Board. 

In light of the FFA’s review and given the constraints imposed under the FFA Constitution, we see 
significant value in working with FFA in its review rather than trying to “go it alone”.  Therefore, the 
date of the SGM to consider proposed amendments to the Constitution may vary depending on when 
FFA’s review is completed.  



While details of FFA’s review have not yet been finalised, we anticipate our own review will run parallel 
to the FFA’s review or it may ultimately form part of FFA’s review (subject to Football NSW and its 
stakeholders being given adequate input into that review). 

Once we receive further details about FFA’s review, we provide stakeholders with an update. 

Football NSW Annual General Meeting  

We advise that the Football NSW Annual General Meeting (AGM) for the financial year 2018-19 has 
been tentatively scheduled for 7.00pm on Friday, 27 March 2020.   

At that AGM, the terms of three Elected Directors will expire and the members will be asked to vote 
on candidates to fill those positions. 

The Directors whose terms will expire at the AGM are Chris Gardiner (resigned on 15 November 2018), 
Jeanette Jones and Rob Laws.  The AGM will mark the end of Jeanette Jones’ second consecutive term 
as an Elected Director and she will therefore not be eligible to re-stand.  The AGM will mark the end 
of Rob Laws’ first term as an Elected Director and he is therefore eligible to stand for one further term 
at the AGM. 

Further information about the process for nominating individuals to stand for election as for Directors 
of Football NSW will be issued in due course. 

Football NSW Standing Committees and Inter-Club Zone Councils 

With the terms of current Standing Committee members due to expire on 31 December 2019, it is 
now time to call for nominations for membership of Standing Committees for the period 
1 January 2020 to 31 December 2021. 

The Standing Committees were created to represent the interests of various stakeholders in Football 
in NSW.  The purpose and goal of Standing Committees is to act as important vehicles for assisting 
Football NSW in achieving a better environment and value equation for the Football community.  This 
includes all participants in our game, including players (men and women, elite and grassroots, junior 
and senior), coaches, referees, administrators and the broader Football community.   

Football NSW is also using this opportunity to re-populate the Inter-Club 1 and Inter-Cub 2 Zone 
Councils. 

Further information about Standing Committees, the Inter-Club Zone Councils and the nomination 
process is available on the Football NSW website or by clicking here. 

Please note that the deadline the submission for nominations for Standing Committees is 5.00pm on 
Friday, 13 December 2019. 
 

As advised above, Football NSW will be coordinating a review of the Constitution in 2020.  All 
nominees for Standing Committees (in particular those intending to stand for Chair of Deputy Chair of 
their Standing Committee) should be aware that any review of the Constitution may result in changes 
being proposed to the membership structure of Football NSW, including the number and types of 
Standing Committees.  If such proposals are ultimately accepted by the voting members of Football 
NSW, this may result in a reduction in the terms of office of Standing Committee members and a 
reduction in the period for which the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of Standing Committees will remain 
voting members of Football NSW.  

https://footballnsw.com.au/about/standing-committees/


 

 

If you have any questions in relation to Standing Committees, please contact Lorenzo Crepaldi, Head 
of Legal & Governance, on 8814 4436 or standingcommittees@footballnsw.com.au. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Anter Isaac 
Chairman, 
Football NSW 

mailto:standingcommittees@footballnsw.com.au

