
Is your club 
child safe?

Safe Sport Solutions



Acknowledgement 
of Country



Content Warning



Agenda
• What is Safeguarding?
• Working With Children Check
• How can we keep our clubs safe?
• Resources that can help you.



What is Safeguarding?
Safeguarding focuses on preventing child abuse in sport.

Sexual Abuse

Physical Abuse
Psychological Harm

Neglect

Swearing     Toxic Behaviours   Intimidation
Online Communication Behaviour Management

What is safeguarding?



The Working With Children 
Check

VERIFY

RECORD

DETERMINE

REGISTER

COLLECT

Whether you need anyone to have the 
check

Your club as an ‘employer’ on the OCG’s 
website

WWCC numbers of child-related 
workers/volunteers

Each WWCC/APP using the employer 
portal

Keep records of who you have verified

DETERMINE

REGISTER

COLLECT



The Working With Children Check

Verification is the key



The Working With Children 
Check

• Paid employees need to pay for their 

WWCC, volunteers are free.

• There are two requirements stated in the 

legislation: 

• Verification of child-related workers 

• Maintain records of who you have verified

• The WWCC should be your top priority as it 

is strictly enforced.



Scenario 1
• Trent is a Strength and Conditioning 

coach. He identifies a young striker as 
a high potential athlete and initiates 
extra training sessions

• Trent works alone with the child so 
that there are no distractions and he 
can tailor workouts to the child’s 
needs

• Trent can’t access club resources 
outside of regular hours, and doesn’t 
want to create more work for the 
committee, so he trains the child at 
his home. You appreciate that he is 
giving up a lot of his own time to help 
a talented child succeed.

Scenario 2
• Trent is a Strength and Conditioning 

coach. He tells the parents that their child 
would benefit from targeted training. He is 
keen to work with the child outside of 
regular hours so that he can be alone with 
them. 

• Trent deliberately chooses times and 
places where there will be no supervision 
of his interactions with the child.

• As these sessions are not officially 
approved by the club, Trent uses his 
social media to contact the child.

• Trent is not only grooming the child; he is 
grooming the parents and manipulating 
the club.

To the outside observer, 
these two scenarios are 
indistinguishable







Safeguarding at the 
National level

Football Australia has developed 
Safeguarding Policies that support clubs. 

Football Australia’s Child Safeguarding 
Policy will take care of the majority of your 
policy needs. 

You need to be promoting and using it.

Alongside the National policy, your 
club/association can implement your own 
specific initiatives.



Where are your risks?Safeguarding in New South Wales

Advice and 
Resources from:
• Football Australia
• Football NSW
• Office of the Children’s 

Guardian
• NSW Office of Sport
• Sport Integrity Australia
• Play by the Rules
• eSafety Commissioner

• Every club needs a Member 
Protection Information Officer 
(MPIO)



Where are your risks?Resources to support you

Office of the 
Children’s Guardian 
eLearning

• Sport-specific course
• Short and designed for busy 

volunteers
• Free



Where are your risks?Resources to support you

• Sport-specific safeguarding support
• Can work with individual clubs or 

Associations
• Services include workshops, audits, risk 

management support.
• Contact 

Matt.Sibley@safesportsolutions.com.au

Safe Sport Solutions



Workshop Exercise

Are you already doing this? If you are, do you have any 
advice on how to implement it? If not, how might you go 
about making it happen?

Identify three child safeguarding actions that you will 
implement at your club.

 

On your table is a checklist of child safeguarding actions for your club. 
In groups, discuss each entry. 

There are two steps:
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